














Worhis Bp Wiffiom @Andvews, §R.15H.S.

Mg. G. A. Sava, in his ¢ Echoes of the Week,” says :—Mr. Andrews’ works
are a rich mine of curious learning displayed in an attractive form.

THE RicuT HoN. W. E. GLADSTONE writes to Mr. Andrews:—I think your
labours of real interest and value in their illustration of Old English Life.

Old Church Lore.

It is full of information, which will make it a very attractive book for all who
have any leaning rowards antiquarianisni.— London Quarterly Review.

Mr. Andrews sustains the unbated interest of his readers.—ZLiterary World.

It is chatty and instructive from cover to cover.—Z%e Antiguary.

Mr. Andrews’ book does not contain a dull page. . . Deserves to meet with
a very warm welcome.— Vorkshire Post. .

Most pleasantly readable.— Vorkshire Herald.

It will afford considerable enjoyment to those readers who are interested in
tracing the influence of the Church on the habits and social life of the people in
past times.—Morning Post.

Curiosities of the Church.

A volume both entertaining and instructive, throwing much light on the
manners and customs of bygone generations of Churchmen, and will be read
to-day with much interest.—Newbery House Magazine.

An extremely mteresung volume.—North British Daily Mail.

.Full of interest.—7ke Globe.

The reader will find much in this book to interest, instruct, and amuse,—
Home Chimes.

We feel sure that many will feel grateful to Mr. Andrews for having produced
such an interesting book.—7%e Antiquary.

Old-Time Punishments.

This is an entertaining book . . . well-chosen iilustrations and a service-
able index.—A thenaum.

A work which will be eagerly read by all who take it up.—Scotsmzan.

A vast amount of curious and entertaining matter,—Skeffeld Independent.

‘We can honestly recommend a perusal of this book.—-} orkskire Post.

A very readable history.—Birmingham Daily Gazette. !

Historic Yorkshire.

Cuthbert Bede, the popu]ar author of ¢ Verdant Green,” writing to Socicty,
says : * Historic Yorkshire,” by William Andrews, will be of great interest and
value to everyone connected with England’s largest county. Mr. Andrews not
only writes with due enthusiasm for his subject, but has arranged and marshalled
his facts and figures with great skill, and produced a thoroughly popular work
that will be read eagerly and with ad\anta"e

Historic Romance.

STRANGE STORIES, CHARACTERS, SCENES, DMYSTERIES, AND MEMORABLE
EveENnTs IN THE HisTory oF OLp ENGLAND.

In his present work, Mr. Andrews has traversed a wider field than in his last
book, ¢ Historic Yorkshire,” but it is marked by the same painstaking care for
accuracy, and also by the pleasant way in which he popularises strange stories
and out-cf-the-way scenes 1n English History. There is much to amuse in this
volume, as well as to instruct, and it is enriched with a copious index.—Nofes
and Quesles.

A fascinating work. — Whitchall Reviewo.

Famous Frosts and Frost Fairs in
Great Britain.
CHRONICLED FROM THE EARLIEST TO THE PRESENT TiME.

The work is thoroughly well written, it is careful in its facts, and may be pro-
nounced exhaustive on the subject. Illustrations are given of several frost fairs
on the Thames, and as a trustworthy record this volume should be i in every good
library. The usefulness of the work is much enhanced by a good index.—2’ublic
Opinion.

A great deal of curious and valuable information is contained in these

A comely volume.—Literary World.

Not hkely to fail in interest.—Manchester Guardian.






THE MARCHING WATCH.






























2 BYGONE ENGLAND.

‘““'The scouts had parted on their search,
The castle gates were barred ;
Above the gloomy portal arch,
Timing his footsteps to a march,
The warder kept his guard ;
Low humming, as he paced along,
Some ancient Border gathering song.”

After the age had passed away when towns had
to be guarded against
the attacks of foreign
and other foes, pro-
tection from one
another was afforded
to the inhabitants by
watchmen.

Henry [IIl. had
serious disputes with
the citizens of Lon-

don, and it was in

= 4k "1 histroublesometimes
WARDER'S TOWER, CASTLE, ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH. [hat we ﬁnd the ﬁl‘St
notice of a nightly watch in London. In
the year 1253, the King ordered a strong
guard of horsemen, supported by infantry,
to patrol the streets nightly. This guard
gave rise to a gang of thieves, who, under

the pretence of searching for aliens, broke into









UNDER WATCH AND WARD. 5

backs and breasts: then marched a division
of archers, with their bows bent, and shafts of

arrows by their sides; next followed a party of

THE WATCH, WITH CRESSETS AND BEACONS, GROUPED FROM HOLLAR.

pikemen in their corselets and helmets; after
whom marched a column of halberdiers in their

corselets and helmets, and the march was closed


















UNDER WATCH AND WARD. 11

constables, well armed, were appointed. They
were provided with lanterns, and carried halberds,
or other formidable weapons. These men were
not to be trifled with.

We gather from Stow that, in the days of

Queen Mary, a bellman was instituted in each

BELLMEN, TEMP. QUEEN MARY.

ward.  These men during the long nights
wandered through the streets and lanes of
London, saluting their masters and mistresses
with suitable rhymes for the season of the year,
and at the same time bidding them to hang out
their lights. The usage was in accordance with a

rule made in 1416, when Sir Henry Barton was












UNDER IWWATCH AND TWARD. 15

reprimand : ‘1 am astonished at the impudence
of such a great, sturdy, strong fellow as you, being
so idle as to apply for a Watchman’s situation,
when you are capable of labour!"” The outfit of
these superannuated paupers consisted of a lantern,
rattle, staff, and treble-caped great-coat. He had
a small wooden box
placed against the wall
to retire into in case of
rain and storm, but in
which he usually snored
away the night. The
watchman, lantern in
hand, to light his lonely
path, would, with totter-
ing steps, go round his
beat, ‘“‘announcing the
hour as clearly as a

husky cough of some

ten years  standing

WATCHMAN IN HIS BOX,

would  admit.” He

would proclaim: ¢ Pa-a-ast ten o'clock, and a
rai-ny night!” “Past two o'clock, and a cloudy
mo orning !”

The old watchmen were known as * Charlies.”

They afforded much enjoyment for the “bloods”















20 BYGONE ENGLAND.

ward in the city were appointed to watch at the
gates every night.

Great precaution used to be taken against the
Scotch in the North of England. Many were
the battles between the men of England and
Scotland. A Scotchman was not formerly per-
mitted to enter the city of York without a license

TR U N

from the Lord Mayor, the Warden, or the
Constable, on pain of imprisonment. In 1501,
hammers were placed on each of the Bars for
Scotchmen to knock before entering.

Elias Micklethwaite filled the office of chief
magistrate of York in the year 1615, and during
his mayoralty he attempted to enforce a strict
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BYGONE ENGLAND.

The closing of the gates of Hull against
Charles 1., in the year 1642, was an act of great

importance, and was most favourable to the
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SIR JOHN HOTHAM,

Parliamentary party. The king, at the outset of
the struggle between himself and the Parliament,
repaired to Hull, which possessed the best

magazine of munitions of war in the country
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the years 1781-1796, he states, “Hull was
formerly enclosed, partly by water, and partly by
walls, In my grandfather’s time, the gates were
closed at ten o’clock at night, and could not be
passed without an order, which rule was so rigidly

enforced that my great aunt (his sister), who

HEADS OF TRAITORS ON A CITY GATE.

resided a little out of the town, used on evenings
of the assemblies to sleep at her brother’s house.”

At the city of Carlisle were three gates, known
as the English, Irish, and Scotch gates, on
account of opening towards the three kingdoms.
A cannon was formerly fired at night to warn those

without that required ingress, to enter without
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cerning a fresh breaking out of [the] plague at Mr. Cawthorp’s
house (which was first infected). Wee did [hope] you would
not have credited any such, not haveing received any report
from US to that purpose ; our towne, blessed bee God, is in a
very safe and good condition, and soe are all the persons in the
Pesthouse, whome wee are very shortly to set at large, being
now about to clense the house. [ ] you will please to
enquire of the origional of this report. [If any] of your
towne bee culpable, ’tis fit they should bee severely [punished],
wich I hope you will doe ; in confidence whereof I take Leave.
—Your affec’conate freind and servant,

“Epwp. GrEY, Major.
¢‘[Indorsed—These for the Right worshipful the Mayor of Kingston

upon Hull, Prsent.]”

Four years later, the gates of Beverley were
closed against the residents of Hull. In 1637
the plague raged in Hull, and the members of the
Beverley Corporation did their utmost to prevent
the introduction of the contagion into their town.
[t was resolved not to permit any concourse of
people to assemble. An order set forth *that
upon woman’s occasions, as childe bearing or
christenings and the like ther shall not bee above
ten persones at once, and those bee the especial
friends and neighbours, under pain of 20s. to be
forfeited by the partie that causeth the meeting.”
No person, says the local historian, Sheahan, in
some notes drawn from the town records, was

allowed ““to receive any goods from Hull, as linen

































40 BYGONE ENGLAND.

shire, was one of great antiquity, its members were
men of means, and they are frequently named in
the records of the town. In the reign of Henry
VI, they gave one of the pillars to St. Mary’s
Church, and on the capital of it is sculptured a
representation of the band of minstrels. Over
the figures is the following inscription :—Z7%ys
Pyllor made the meynstyrls,; and on the trans-
verse side :— Orate pro animabus pro Hysteriorum.
The figures, which are five in number, are some-
what damaged, but a good idea of their costume
and musical instruments may be gathered from a
study of them. We reproduce from Carter’s
“ Ancient Painting and Sculpture,” a capital cut of
the minstrels.  The centre carving is that of the
Alderman, or the chief of the band. He is
pictured in a tight jacket of tawny colour, over
which is a loose coat, with wide sleeves, and
round his neck is a chain.  The others also wear
chains; some have tassels and pouches at their
sides, but not loose overcoats. The sculpture is
highly coloured. The historian of Beverley, Mr.
George Poulson, writing in 1829, says: “The
following are the original colours in which they
were painted, before they were disfigured with the

present colouring :—the belt, tassels, and badges,
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blue; chains, yellow; pouches, blue; stockings,
black or brown; shirt waist, white or buff; viol, blue;
harp, blue ; pipe, brown ; and the hair, black.” In
the town accounts for the year 1460, there are
eutries for red wine, etc.,, given to twenty armed
men, and it is stated, ‘“also paid to three minstrels
of the town for their labour at the time of the

passage of the said armed men out of the town,

THE BEVERLEY MINSTRELS.

sixpence.” There is an item in 1502, for a pay-
ment ‘““for nine ells of tawny cloth bought and
given to the minstrels for their clothing this year,
one shilling.” In the same year, another entry
states that a shilling was “given to the minstrels
at Crossgarths to drink in rogation days.”

The oldest document on this subject which has
come down to us is a copy of the minstrels’ laws
of the time of Queen Mary, 1555. The rules
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50 BYGONE ENGLAND.

suits of armour, and there and then challenged
any one to gainsay the right of his majesty to the
throne. At the coronation of William IV., the
champion was supported on the right and left by
the Duke of Wellington and the Marquis of
Aylesbury. A herald  read the following
challenge :—

“If any person, of what degree soever, high or
low, shall deny or gainsay our Sovereign Lord,
Geofge the Fourth, of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, Defender of the Faith,
Son and next Heir to our Sovereign Lord, King
George the Third, deceased, to be the right Heir
to the Imperial Crown of the United Kingdom,
or.that he ought not to enjoy the same, here is
his Champion, who saith that he lieth, and is a
false  traitor ; being ready in person to combat
with him, and in this quarrel will venture his life
against him, on what day soever shall be
appointed.” -
~ The words are almost similar to those used
at the coronation of Richard II. After the
challenge had been given, Dymoke defiantly
threw down his gauntlet. After remaining on
the floor for a short time it was picked up by a
herald and returned to him. The ceremony was
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THE CHAMPION,









































































































86 BYGONE ENGLAND.

clock, by the -carrying through the principal
avenue of the fair a large key known as * the key
of the fair.” After the bearer of the key had
perambulated the place, the booth-keepers were
at liberty to commence selling refreshments.
Long before daylight the business of the fair was
in active operation.

In bygone times it was a common custom to
ring church bells before the fairs commenced.
Formerly one of the bells of St. Nicholas’ Church,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, was rung as a signal for
suspicious characters, including thieves, to enter
the town with perfect freedom, and remain during
the fair without fear of ‘being imprisoned for
crimes previously committed.

Some singular customs prevailed at York in
bygone times in connection with the Lammas
Fair. The day before Old Lammas Day, at
three o'clock in the afternoon, a bell at St.
Michael's Church was rung, and on hearing it,
the sheriffs of the city gave up their authority
during the fair to the representatives of the Arch-
bishop of York. They handed over their white
rods of office, and had not the power of arresting
persons in the city and suburbs during the fair.
The Archbishop’s officials had the control of the






















































164 BYGONE ENGLAND.

Man,” and other popular novels, furnishes us with
an interesting note on this subject. ¢ Prior to
1830,” says Mrs. Banks, “ there was a sedan chair
kept in the vestibule of the Manchester Infirmary.
It was straight up and down, was covered with
black leather secured to the wooden frame with
rows of brass-headed nails. Its windows were
curtained, and it was borne on poles by two men,
at the downward stretch of their arms.” The
chair, we are told, was only used at long intervals,
and for carrying sick to the infirmary. Mrs.
Banks thinks, as the chair was not frequently
used, that it was only called into requisition for
peculiar cases.

Down to about 1840 a lady named Miss
Atherton had a private sedan in Manchester. In
addition to the bearers, a footman in livery walked
by the side of the chair. This lady was the last
person in the place to use a sedan.

The following bye-laws relating to sedans |
were passed by the Commissioners of Police
in Manchester in 1802.  “For carrying one
person not exceeding 1,000 yards, one shilling;
above 1,000 yards and not exceeding one mile,
one shilling and sixpence ; exceeding a mile and

not more than a mile and a half, two shillings;









THE SEDAN CHAIR. 107

how a beauty of the period was on her way in
a sedan to a ball in Belgrave Square district,
London, when a strange disaster occurred. It
was a wet night,” so runs the report, “and the
bearers doubled. The chair was frail, its founda-

tions unsound. The extra motion shook it and

THE SEDAN CHAIR,

its substantial contents, who stood up to
remonstrate ; but suddenly the bottom fell out,
and down she came plump, with her feet on the
ground. The bearers did not hear her cries of
distress, they jog-trotted on, and she with them.
Only her silk hosed-legs were seen, even to the
garters. In this guise she went down two streets,












THE SEDAN CHAIR. I11

some and comfortable as silk and velvet and
gilding could make it. ~ And when she wanted to
use it, two well-known respectable chairmen,
enveloped in her livery cloaks, were the envy of
their brethren. She and Mrs. Rochead both sat
in the Tron Church; and well do I remember
how I used to form one of the cluster that always
took its station to see these beautiful relics emerge
from the coach and chair.”  Dr. Charles Rogers,
in his ¢ Social Life in Scotland,” a work issued by .
the Grampian Club (Edinburgh, 1884), relates
that the use of the chairs was confined to Edin-
burgh. “In Glasgow and other towns,” says
Rogers, ‘gentlewomen proceeded to evening
parties on foot, muffled in shawls and plaids, and
attended by bare-footed hand-maidens. In like
fashion they returned home.” A letter written in
1787, to Burns by Clarinda, inviting him to tea
about eight in the evening, has a reference to the
sedan. I hope,” she writes, “you’'ll come afoot,
even though you take a chair home. A chair is
so uncommon a thing in our neighbourhood it is
apt to raise speculation, but they are all asleep by

"

ten. An amusing anecdote about sedans is
furnished by Dean Ramsay. He tells how a

dowager lady of quality had gone out to dinner in












RUNNING FOOTMEN. 115

flowers, and adorned with tinsel.” It is related in

H

the ‘“Berkeley Manuscripts” that Langham, an

Irishman who lived in the Berkeley family in the

days of Queen Elizabeth, on one occasion when
Lady Berkeley was sick, ‘“carried a letter from
Callowdon to old Dr. Fryer, a physician dwelling

in Little Britain in London, and returned with a












THE EARLY DAYS OF THE UMBRELLA. 119

useful is not introduced into England.” About
the time the future conqueror of Quebec wrote his
letter, the umbrella had been brought to London.

JONAS HANWAY, THE FIRST ENGLISHMAN WHO EVER CARRIED AN UMBRELLA.

Jonas Hanway, a celebrated traveller and
philanthropist, returned to England from Persia
in 1750, and in his biography, published in 1787,
under the title of “Remarkable Occurrences in





















126 BYGONE ENGLAND.

other circumstances in his history, 1 conjecture
that it occurred not later than 1775 or 1776. As
Sawbridgeworth is so near London, it is
evident that even then umbrellas were almost
unknown.”

In the last decade of the last century, and
possibly earlier, Mr. John Daniel, of Manchester,
the maternal grandfather of Mrs. Geo. Linnzus
Banks, the popular novelist, was a manufacturer
of smallwares, umbrellas included. He had a
large trade in them for America. Those shipped
to the United States were mostly of gingham, and
very bright colours, red, green, and blue. They
were made on frames or ribs of stout whalebone,
the stretchers, which served to open and close the
umbrella, were of wrought metal. To prevent the
whalebone splitting, the long-ribs were tipped with
metal (japanned) or ivory, pierced and stitched
through cover and whalebone to secure them.
The ribs were secured to the stick at the top
by wire. It was not until this century that
what is called the ¢ wheel-top” was invented
for the better security of the individual ribs
between the teeth of the wheel. There was
always a long brass ferule at the end of the

stick, having a kind of flange to cover the









































































































THE HORN-BOOK. 161

We give a carefully-executed illustration of a fine
example found in pulling down an old farm-house
at Middleton, Derbyshire. On the back of this
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HORN-BOOK—SEVENTEENTH CENTURY,

specimen was a picture of Charles L. in armour,
mounted on a horse, thus affording a proof of the

period to which it belonged. Generally the
M









164 BYGONE ENGLAND.

subject.  In the town accounts of Congleton is a
payment: “ 1601. Payd John Wagge for dressynge
the schoolhouse at the great [Congleton] cock-
fyghte, 0. 0. 4.” Wreay School, on the banks of
Windermere Lake, was famous for this pastime.
Mr. Graham, a Westmoreland squire, bequeathed
to the school a silver bell, to be fought for every
year. “About three weeks previous to Shrove
Tuesday,” says a well-informed writer, ““the boys
fixed upon two of their schoolfellows for captains,
whose parents were able and willing to bear the
expense of the approaching contest; and the
master, on entering school, was saluted by the
boys throwing up their caps and the exclamation
of ‘Dux! Dux!” After an early dinner on
Shrove Tuesday, the two captains, attended by
their friends and schoolfellows, who were distin-
guished by blue and red ribbons, marched in
procession from their respective homes to the
village green, where each produced three cocks ;
and the bell was appended to the hat of the
victor, in which manner it was handed down from
one successful captain to another.”  This custom
lingered until 1836.

A clergyman informed Mr. William Henderson,
for publication in his *“ Folklore of the Northern















FIGHTING-COCKS IN SCHOOLS. 169

slavery. The inhabitants of an English city
determined to make a bold attempt for freedom,
and formed a conspiracy against the Danes who
were placed over them. It was resolved that
on a certain dark winter's night a dozen brave

men should secretly repair to the town-house,

COCK-THROWING.

overpower the guard, and seize the arms which
were kept there. When that had been effected,
a signal was to be made, and the English were
to leave their houses and slay the invaders. The
operations had no sooner been commenced, than
the noise made disturbed the cocks roosting in the

building, and a loud crowing was the result. The



























































































































210 BYGONE ENGLAND.

The modus operandi of striking a light in those
dark days is exemplified by the sketch of a girl of
the last century thus engaged. Removing the
candlestick lid, and taking out of the box all but

STRIKING A LIGHT.

the tinder, she holds the flint firmly in the left
hand, and with the steel held perpendicularly in
the right hand, strikes forcibly downwards, the

edge of the steel, about an eighth of an inch in




































222 BYGONE ENGLAND.

grave as the one he had previously buried. He
waited upon the grave-digger and made his desire
known. The sexton pointed out another part of
the burial ground as the resting-place of the first
child, but where the parent knew he had not laid
his infant. That proceeding of course led to the
suspicion that foul play had been used, and he
caused the grave to be opened in which he knew
his child had been buried, and much to his grief
he found the body had been stolen and only part
of the coffin remained. A meeting of the parish-
ioners was called, and it was resolved to enclose
the churchyard by a high wall. It occurred,
however, to the worthy Vicar, the Rev. Henry
Venn, that the proposed wall would shield the
body snatchers from the gaze of anyone passing
the churchyard, instead of being a protection.
Upon his suggestion it was decided to erect a low
wall and place on it palisades, so that anyone
going to the Garrison might see into the church-
yard, and thus prevent the operations of the
Resurrectionists. We may add that the graveyard
was at that time planted with trees, which now
ornament the ground.

In the life of a well-known Hull character,

General Jarvis, a good story is told respecting an
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identified as having been stolen out of
Wendover Churchyard. The prisoners were
sentenced each to a year’s imprisonment and a
fine of £ 10.

“ An old man who once worked for me,” Mr.
Gibbs tells us, ““previously had the care of one of
the road waggons which traversed weekly between
Aylesbury and London ; he told me that on one
occasion a stranger overtook him on the road and
gave him a rough-looking case, which he informed
him would soon be applied for. The case appeared
to have been hurriedly packed, and the waggoner
proceeded to tie it up more securely, when the lid
slipped off, and to his surprise out fell a human
body. He felt inclined to throw the package out
on the roadside, but upon consulting his ‘pall’
they thought it better to give information to the
first patrol they met. After travelling some miles,
and before they met with a patrol, a fellow drove
up and applied for the case. ‘I was,’ said the old
man, ‘only too glad to get rid of it, and I gave
the applicant the rough side of my tongue, request-
ing him to transfer his patronage elsewhere; he
laughed at me for being an old fool, and troubling
myself about what did not concern me, and giving
me what | supposed a sixpence, off he went; to
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“the laws of the new Parliament. The country
gentlemen in not a few cases guarded the doors
of the churches during the time the forbidden
services were being conducted.* This was so
even in the very shadow of the building where
the Commons met and made their laws against
the celebration of Christmas. We learn that at
St. Margaret’s, Westminster, not only was a
sermon preached, but the church was decorated
with evergreens. The churchwarden and clerk
had to appear before the Committee entrusted
with trying and punishing those who broke the
laws relating to this season.  “The church-
warden,” we find it recorded, “excused himself
on the ground that he opened the church at
the request of the parishioners, who, having met
to consider how they should spend their Christmas,
had come to the conclusion that as so few would
work, and none open shop, on Christmas Day,
they might draw people into church to hear a
sermon who would else misspend their time in
taverns; as to the greenery, for that the sexton
was responsible.” The next question asked was
rather more serious—Why the preacher selected
was one who had made himself prominent against

Parliament?  Mr. Churchwarden, in reply, said
17

AN
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In conformity with this judgment, a month later
several persons were charged with playing jollie
at the goose on Yule day, and were condemned
for the next two Sabbaths ‘to be in the old
College Kirk, and to be examined, and to sit
altogether upon ane form, before the publick
congregation, and to be rebuked for their fault.”
In 1683, the bakers of Glasgow were warned
to discontinue the practice of baking Yule bread.
To show their utter contempt for the day, the
Reformers enjoined that the wives and servants
were to spin in open sight of the people upon
Yule day, and that the farm labourers were to
yoke their ploughs. One John Wylie, in the
year 1605, escaped the censure of the Kirk-
Session of Dundonald for “nott yoking his
plough on Yuil day” by declaring that it was
undergoing repairs at “ the smiddie.”

Masques, which had been so popular in the
mansions of the nobility, were forbidden, and the
theatres were closed. History shows that for a
long period the poor player was held in low
esteem. All players, in the days of Queen
Elizabeth, unless acting as servants to some earl
or baron, were liable to imprisonment, and the

aristocracy had thus a monopoly of stage perform-
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imminent, and in the travail of his spirit con-
fided the ominous news to Friga, his mother.
She, with all a mother’s anxiety, laid an injunction
on the forces of nature—on the elements, on wild
beasts, and noxious plants—that they should work
no evil upon her son, and bound them by oath to
her will. Then, when the gods closed in battle,
Balder took his place amid the communion of
swords and the hail of arrows. But Balder’s
enemy, Loki, saw that the hero was invulnerable
to the weapons of the combatants, and craftily
disguised himself as an aged woman, and sought
Friga, to whom he extolled Balder for his valour
and happy fortune; whereon the goddess ex-
plained that the forces of nature were bound by
oath to abstain from any evil action against the
hero, the mistletoe alone being exempt from the
obligation, as it was too feeble and insignificant to
work mischief. Then Loki eagerly gathered
the fatal parasite, and hastened to the assembly of
the gods. Heda, the blind, became the agent of his
evil design. Being asked why he did not contend
with Balder and his shafts, he replied that he was
blind and unarmed; whereon Loki furnished
him with an arrow of mistletoe, and directed him
to shoot, Balder being before him. Then Heda
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drew his bow, and launched the fatal arrow
against his victim. True to its mi-ssion, it smote
and slew the unfortunate son of Odin.
Shakespeare refers to the mistletoe in 77Zus
Amndronicus, 1. 3; and Tamora, Queen of the
Gotbhs, speaks of it as the baneful mistletoe. She
says i—
“ Have I not reason, think you, to look pale?
These two have ’ticed me hither to this place,
A barren, detested vale you see it is ;

The trees, though summer, yet forlorn and lean,
O’ercome with moss, and baneful mistletoe.”

The poet Gay speaks of introducing the mistle-
toe into the decorations of churches at Christmas-
tide. He writes :—

“When rosemary and bays, the poet’s crown,
Are bawl'd in frequent cries through all the town ;
Then judge the festival of Christmas near,
Christmas, the joyous period of the year!
Now with bright holly all the temples strow,
With laurel green, and sacred mistletoe.”

Dr. William Stukeley, in his ‘“ Medallic History
of Carausius,” published 1757-59, adverts to the old
practice of bringing mistletoe into York Minster.
Stukeley says: “This was the most respectable
festival of our Druids, called Yule-tide; when
mistletoe, which they called a//-/eal, was carried

in their hands, and laid on their altars, as an
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necessarily be so for India receives a slight shake, the writer will feel rewarded.’
To these conclusions one is almost certain to come when the experiences of
Miss Bremner’s ‘Month in a Dandi’ are recalled. There would be no end
to our quotations were we to reproduce all the passages we have marked as
being interesting. Miss Bremner is always in good spirits, and writes with
ease, and evidently conz amore.”—Birmingham Daily Gazette.

*“ Miss Bremner’s book describes a woman’s wanderings in Northern India,
and it is written from adequate knowledge, with shrewd discernment, and
a pleasing amount of vivacity.”—Speater.

¢ ¢ A Month in a Dandi’is full of instruction. It shows a great deal of
ability and determination to express truths, even if they be unpalatable. The
chapters on the vexed questions of Baboo culture and Indian Congress are
well worth reading.”—Aancheser Guardian.

¢ Miss Bremner’s style is chastened for the most part, humorous, faithful to
detail, and oftentimes polished to literary excellence. The earlier chapters are
full of raciness and agreeable personality.”—FHull Daily Mail.

“¢A Month in a Dandi’ describes the writer’s wanderings in Northern
India, following upon a shrewdly observant account of the seamy side of Anglo-
Indian Society. ~The subject throughout is approached from a political
economist’s point of view. The chapter on the growing poverty of India
sounds a warning note.”— Gentlewoman.

¢ The author of a  Month in a Dandi’ is evidently a keen observer of nien
and things, and we know that her opinion is shared by many of our countrymen
who have had a much larger experience of India and Indian affairs than herself.
The bhook is full of the most exquisite word pictures, pictures that are full
of light, beauty, and grace, but, unfortunately, some of them have more
shade than we care to see ; but, doubtless, Miss Bremner’s treatment is correct
and life-like.”—Hu!l! Daily News.















